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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 
Ml. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently amended) A method for designin g, at specification, architectural or RT level, 
a semiconductor integrated circuit device including a plurality of blocks, each block including a 
plurality of cells, the method comprising the steps of: 

a) receiving a hierarchical data of at least one of said plurality of cells: 

b} [[a)]] defining priority-order information as to respective functional units within each said 

block; 

c) [[b)]] defining interconnection information at about a top-level hierarchy; 

d) [[c)]] generating priority-order-controlling information for the respective blocks based on 
the priority-order information as to the respective fimctional units within each said block and the 
interconnection information about the top-level hierarchy; 

e) [[d)]] defining information about allowable power; and 

0 [[s)]] generating a power management based on the priority-order-controlling information 
for the respective blocks such that each said cell operates within a range of the allowable power 
defined by the allowable power information. 

13. (Currently amended) The method of claim 12, fiirther comprising the step g) [[f)]] of 
generating interconnection information about an optimized top-level hierarchy based on the 
interconnection information about the top-level hierarchy and the power management after the step 
f) [[e)]] has been performed. 
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